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A drama in which “nothing happens, twice,” a
“death certificate for hope,” the work of a “minor
artist”—thus was the critical response to Samuel
Beckett’s best-known play, Waiting for Godot,
when it was first produced in Paris in 1953.  Rapidly,
however, this play became known as the play that
revolutionized the theater. Translated into more
than a dozen languages, it is now performed
throughout the world by professionals and stu-
dents alike.  All through this, the centennial year
of his birth, the playwright is being continually
celebrated by theater festivals and symposiums on
both sides of the Atlantic.  Why?  Even more to
the point, why here in Red Bank, where The Two
River Theater Company (with Jonathan Fox as
Artistic Director) will present a treasure trove of
Beckettiana from March 16 April 2.  What, in a
word, does Beckett still offer more than fifty
years after Godot was first produced?  Briefly put,
Beckett’s legacy largely resides in his having put
life itself on the stage:  Not content to describe it,
Beckett presents it.  

His theatrical reality is our existential reality, strik-
ing in the validity of its metaphorical transcription,
and therein remains the legitimacy and force of
what he bequeathed.      

That Beckett has left us an exceedingly powerful
legacy is evident from the number and kinds of
celebrations taking place in 2006 both here and
abroad.  Florida State University in Tallahassee
inaugurates the festivities with its international
conference, Beckett at 100: New Perspectives, to
be held in February.  Beckett at Reading 2006,
another international conference, will take place
in late March at the University of Reading (UK),
home to the largest repository of Beckett’s manu-
scripts and papers.  In April, the playwright’s birth
month, a Beckett centenary symposium featuring
invited artists and scholars will be held at Trinity
College Dublin, where Beckett was first a student
and later a lecturer, as an exhibition at the TCD
library on Beckett and Trinity will attest.  In associ-
ation with the Gate Theatre, this will be the
largest of the academic congresses cum theater
festivals and, indeed, the city will give itself over
to the celebration with the mounting of nine plays
at the Gate, a series of Beckett films at the Irish
Film Institute, a round-table on Beckett and the
visual arts at the National Gallery of Ireland, and
art exhibitions at the Douglas Hyde, the Irish
Museum of Modern Art, the Royal Hibernian
Academy and, in the summer, at the National
Gallery of Ireland.  New productions of the radio
and television plays have been commissioned by
Radio Telefis Eireann and yet another theater fes-
tival will be mounted by the Gate Theatre in part-
nership with the Barbican in London.  Other
cities—from Paris, Hamburg, and Antwerp to
Tokyo—will host similar festivities in recognition
of Beckett’s revolutionary impact on the interna-
tional theater community.

Perhaps the greatest recognition, however, comes
in the form of the testimony of contemporary
playwrights and novelists who repeatedly and
proudly articulate Beckett’s influence on their own
work.  Harold Pinter has done so; John Banville has
done so; and Edward Albee has done so—to name
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Samuel Beckett at 100:
Why the Fuss?
by Dr. Lois Oppenheim, Chair Dept. of Modern Languages and Literatures
Montclair State University

The Beckett
Festival:
A Farewell

Sponsored in part by 
Lucas Capital Management L.L.C.
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My first New York directing gig was a myste-
rious and haunting short play by Samuel
Beckett called Footfalls.  In the play, a tat-
tered woman walks back and forth in a strip
of light talking to the voice of her unseen
mother, revolving a painful memory over
and over in her mind. We presented the play
in a small East Village playhouse next door
to the venerable experimental theatre, La
Mama. We didn’t advertise and didn’t sell
tickets in advance; we just put a sign out on
the street inviting people to come in and
see the play for $5.  Amazingly, we had
packed houses every night. The production
remains one of my fondest experiences.
Almost 20 years later, I will have the pleas-
ure of directing the play again, along with
several other Beckett shorts, as my final pro-
duction as artistic director of TRTC.  

During the past 12 years, I’ve had the extraor-
dinary occasion to produce and direct some
of the most brilliant and interesting works of
dramatic literature.  It’s an experience made
richer by the support, intelligence, and dar-
ing of so many of our audience members.
Some of my warmest memories are of many
of you sharing your thoughts with me about
our work, and I will always be grateful for
the many connections and friendships I’ve
made with you, our subscribers.  And grate-
ful to be able to conclude my tenure here
with the work of one of my literary heroes,
Samuel Beckett.



C U R R E N T S M A R .  2 0 0 6 2

Aaron Serotsky and Ben Hammer in Visiting Mr. Green

TRTC continues to be a leader in New Jersey’s arts
community for serving patrons with special needs.
In addition to providing Audio Description for the
first four productions in the new Rechnitz Theater,
our first American Sign Language Interpreted 
performance in our new home took place on
Thursday, February 2. This marks the first ASL 
performance for TRTC in over 2 years and we
enjoyed an overwhelming response – with turnout
doubling to more than 50 patrons!

On Wednesday, February 1, TRTC also hosted a
statewide Sensitivity Training for board, staff and
ushers from member organizations of the New

Jersey Theater Alliance. Attendees heard from
guest panelists about the theatergoing experience
from the perspective of a patron who is blind or
deaf in an effort to achieve a greater understanding
of the needs of this segment of our audience.

Our next ASL Interpreted performance (for What
the Butler Saw) will take place on May 25 at 8 pm.
Tickets $10

For information on other accessible performances,
please contact Lisa Fardella, Director of Audience
Services & ADA Coordinator at lfardella@trtc.org or
732 345 1400 ext 810.

Accessibility Update

Waiting For Godot
Rechnitz Theater
March 16 – April 2
directed by Seth Barrish
Sat, March 18 – 8 pm 
Opening Night (reception to follow)

Wed, March 22 – 10 pm Q&A
Talkback with Cast
(after 8 pm performance)

Sun, March 26 – 5:30 pm 
Meet The Actors 
(after 3 pm performance)

Thurs, March 30 – 8 pm
Audio Described

Tickets $25-$45

Beckett’s One-Act Plays
Marion Huber Theater
directed by Jonathan Fox

Program A: Not I, Ohio 
Impromptu, Footfalls
Thurs, March 23 – 8:30 pm

Sat, March 25 – 4 pm
Sun, March 26 – 4 pm
Fri, March 31 – 8:30 pm
Sat, April 1 – 8:30 pm

Program B: Catastrophe, 
What Where, Rockaby,
Quad, (directed by Matthew Arbour)

Fri, March 24 – 8:30 pm
Sat, March 25 – 8:30 pm
Thurs, March 30 – 8:30 pm
Sat, April 1 – 4 pm
Tickets $15

Tuesday, March 14 – 8pm 
Wednesday, March 15 – 3pm

Lecture & concert Schoenberg
Romantic vs. Atonal Works
FREE / At Monmouth University

Wednesday, March 15
Time TBA - Visual art presentation featur-
ing Giacometti and Duchamp
FREE / At Monmouth University

Saturday, March 18
5 pm - Edward Albee to 
read selections of 
Beckett's work
Tickets $25

Sunday, March 19
5 pm - Discussion with Barney Rosset,
Grove Press founder who introduced the
works of Beckett to American readers.
Moderated by Dr. Lois Oppenheim,
Montclair State University
Tickets $15

Monday, March 20
8 pm - Beckett & Buster Keaton Film
Festival featuring 2 silent films by Buster
Keaton & Beckett's "Film"
FREE / At Monmouth University
Pollack Auditorium

Monday, March 27
7 pm - Directing Beckett, a panel

discussion with Carey Perloff
(Artistic Director of San
Francisco’s ACT), Olympia
Dukakis, Seth Barrish and
Jonathan Fox. Moderated by

Dr. Lois Oppenheim, Montclair
State University

Tickets $15

Sunday, April 2
7 pm - Morton Feldman's Words and 
Music performed by NJ’s IoniSation 
New Music Ensemble. Followed by a
Festival Closing Reception.
Tickets $15 / At Monmouth University
Wilson Hall

Samuel Beckett Festival
A Centennial Celebration March 16 – April 2

Lisa Fardella, Director of Audience Services leads theSensory Seminar prior to the audio described performance of All My Sons.

Sponsored in part by 
Monmouth University



Thresh
Playing on the boundary of the artistic and the
exotic, Thresh's original creations utilize live
music, traditional Indian dance and 
western performing and visual art forms to cre-
ate a stunningly beautiful and provocative dia-
logue between East and West.
Sunday, April 23 – 3 pm 
Adults $25, Children $20

Platinum Subscription Event

IoniSation 
New Music Ensemble 
Please join us for a pre-show panel at 2 pm 
and for a reception following the performance.
Sunday, April 30 – 3 pm
Tickets $15

Platinum Subscription Event
What the Butler Saw
This hilarious farce, which pokes fun at sex,
authority, family relationships and the world of
psychoanalysis, remains as audacious today as
ever. While attempting to seduce a prospective
secretary, a sex-obsessed psychiatrist is con-
founded by the arrival of his nymphomaniac
wife, a lunatic supervisor, a handsome bellhop,
and a clueless policeman. Orton’s classic comedy
shows us a view of society with its pants down.
May 11 – 28
Tickets $25-$45
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EXIT 9
April 1 - 11am
Share an amazing musical experience with
this high-energy, highly talented 
percussion group. 

DAVID DARLING
June 10 - 11am
Grammy-nominated artist David Darling's
extraordinary work with children earned 
him the National Young Audiences "Artist of
the Year" award. 

BALL IN THE HOUSE
July 15 - 11am
Five guys, five voices. That's it! 
Boston-based Ball in the House take 
a capella to the next level. 

presents

The Family Series
A Saturday morning series for children and 
their families by some of the country’s 
leading performers.

Tickets $12 (Tickets are available at 
Two River Box Office at 732-345-1400)

On Stage at TRTC SPRING 2006

Attention Subscribers:

For more information on Young Audiences’ programming please visit www.yanj.org

SIGN UP NOW AND SAVE WITH 
AUTO-RENEW SUBSCRIPTIONS!
TRTC now offers subscriptions that automatically
renew annually in March making the TRTC experi-
ence even easier and more affordable to enjoy. Call
our Box Office to sign up today and you’ll receive
these great benefits:

• No hassle ticketing at season's start. No writing
checks and no mailings in your inbox. We’ll auto-
matically hold your seats and charge the credit
card of your choice.

• First priority for seating upgrade requests

• Big Savings! Auto-Renewal subscribers will always
be charged current season’s prices before any
increases take effect for the following season.
You’ll always see all 5 plays at last year’s prices!

DEADLINE FOR THE 2006-07 SEASON: 
Sunday, April 2, 2006
For more information or to join today, contact 
Lisa Fardella at lfardella@trtc.org or 732 345 1400 x810.
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T
RTC has begun the search for a new Artistic
Director after Jonathan Fox's announcement
in August 2005 that this season, his 12th

with the organization, would also be his last.
The position of Artistic Director is vital to any
arts organization as he or she leads the season
planning process, chooses guest artists, design-
ers and actors to work with the theater and
guides the theater in achieving its artistic mis-
sion and goals.

TRTC is pleased to announce a grant awarded
by The Blanche and Irving Laurie Foundation in
support of our Artistic Director search and
related strategic planning process.  Albert Hall
& Associates has been engaged, and Stephen J.
Albert launched the effort with interviews of
the board of trustees and senior staff members
in December 2005.  On January 28, 2006,
Stephen Albert and Tom Hall facilitated a
board retreat during which board members and
senior staff defined qualities necessary for a
new Artistic Director to lead the organization.
The plan calls for a new Artistic Director to be
in place beginning July 1, 2006.

The Blanche and Irving Laurie Foundation,
among New Jersey’s most prestigious, makes
philanthropic choices across broad areas of
interest with an emphasis on an association
with those community institutions which are
felt to be best equipped to help make an
important difference.  Two River Theater
Company is proud to have been awarded this
grant from the foundation and to welcome
them to the Two River family of funders.

Albert Hall & Associates LLC is a full service
consulting and executive search firm providing
support to many of America's most prestigious
non-profit arts organizations from its offices in
Connecticut and California. Highly esteemed in
their field, Albert Hall & Associates has recently
placed top artistic and administrative execu-
tives at The Public Theater in New York,
Seattle Repertory Theatre, Trinity Repertory in
Providence, and Cornerstone Theater in Los
Angeles.

L
ast year’s sold-out Gala was viewed by many
as the party of the year in New Jersey, and
this year’s event promises to be equally fab-

ulous. Chaired by TRTC board members Laura
Saker and Kim Widener, along with co-chair
Michelle Baratta, the Gala takes its theme, A
Season of Dreams, from a novella by Southern
writer Eudora Welty. The evening will summon
up visions of the American South, from the
shimmery, ethereal dreamscapes of The Glass
Menagerie, to formal Charleston gardens, to the
lively nightlife of Bourbon Street.

Laurence Craig Distinctive Catering will again
create a culinary and visual masterpiece with
cocktails in the theater followed by a sit-down
dinner under a Spanish moss-hung tent. New
this year, guests will enjoy a cabaret perform-
ance by Academy Award nominee Danny
Aiello. He will perform American standards
from his 2004 Top Five debut album, I Just
Wanted to Hear The Words.

We know the evening will be elegant and fun.
Reservations will be limited to 350, so do
reserve early. Invitations will be in the mail 
in early March.

For more information on Gala underwriting,
sponsorships and ad journal opportunities, call
Christine Burke Associates at 732-688-8079.

A Night to Remember!
On February 25, TRTC hosted “An Intimate Evening
with Chekhov” for 100 donors, subscribers and
fans of the masterful playwright. The festivities
began with a staged reading of Chekhov’s The
Cherry Orchard in The Marion Huber Theater 
with featured actors Olympia Dukakis, Austin
Pendleton, Louis Zorich and Penny Fuller.
Following the performance, invited guests joined
the cast for an elegant reception of “martinis and
blinis” provided by Branches Restaurant, Danny’s
Steakhouse and Sushi Bar, ZYR Vodka and Red
Bank Florist. The event was the culmination of the
five-night-only Chekhov Cycle that featured a 
different Chekhov masterpiece in staged reading
with the same group of actors every night.

Developing Our Future
Artistic Director 
Search Underway
The Blanche and Irving Laurie Foundation Grants Award

A Season of Dreams
TRTC plans a Gala like no other – April 22, 2006

Back row, left to right: Rick Willgerodt, Lisa Ricker, Guy
Gsell, Chryssa Yaccarino, Helaine Perlman, Tracy Turi,
Rebecca Donnington, Hallie Celebuski, Kim Goione. Front
row, left to right: Laura Saker, Joan Rechnitz, Michelle
Baratta, Bob Rechnitz, Kim Widener

CHALLENGE MET
TRTC is the recipient of a Challenge Grant Award
from the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation.  In
addition to its award for general operating sup-
port made in July 2005, the foundation offered
Two River to match up to $10,000 raised from
new donors in the year ahead.  As of January
2006, Two River had achieved this goal and 
therefore qualified for the additional award.
Thank you, Dodge Foundation and thank you 
to our generous new donors.

Help Us Reach Our Goal! Support the Annual Appeal Online at www.trtc.org

Sponsor of 
Waiting for Godot
Two River Theater is pleased to 
welcome Lucas Capital Management 
as a production sponsor of 
Waiting for Godot.

Lucas Capital Management, L.L.C. is an investment
firm drawing on three generations of experience,
located in Red Bank, specializing in custom portfo-
lio management and special situations in the ener-
gy sector.  Brett Flynn, Associate Principal at Lucas
stated, "We are pleased to align the quality of the
services that we offer with the exceptional artistry
of Two River Theater Company."  Two River
applauds the support of the region's business
leaders, who recognize the value of our work and
our role as an economic engine.

To craft your business' unique partnership with
Two River Theater Company, please contact
Elizabeth Shaff Sobo, Director of Development at
732-345-1400, ext 820.



but three who immediately come to mind.
Indeed, Albee has gone so far as to say that,
along with Chekhov and Pirandello, Beckett
was “the most profound influence on my own
dramatic aesthetic.”i

Those attending the Two River Theater
Company’s festival will hear Albee speak of
Beckett’s importance for him at the opening 
lecture on March 18th, at 5:00 p.m., just prior
to the opening of that spectacle of two
tramps doing nothing for two acts which revo-
lutionized the theater and set the career of
this writer in motion.  And what a career it
was!  At least six biographies or memoirs have
been devoted to this 1969 Nobel Laureate
who wrote novels; plays for television, radio,

and the stage; poetry even, as he strove to
uncover not only the silence, but the music
behind the creative word.        

Theater-goers in Red Bank will have the
extraordinary privilege of hearing, in addition
to Albee, Barney Rosset (Beckett’s long-time
American agent and friend), Olympia Dukakis,
Jonathan Fox, and others on the complexities
of acting or directing this playwright’s work.
And they will be treated to an alternating
repertoire of Beckett’s extraordinary short
plays, as well as Godot, in which the possibili-
ty of deep communication is paradoxically
denied within what is arguably the most pro-
foundly communicative visual and auditory
display of images to have graced the twenti-

eth-century stage.  If some of those very early
critics of Godot had it wrong, shortly before
its author became among the most important
modernist icons of our time, the encourage-
ment of at least one was apt:  “Go and see
Waiting for Godot,” he wrote.  “At the worst
you will discover a curiosity, a four-leaved
clover, a black tulip; at the best something
that will securely lodge in a corner of your
mind for as long as you live.”ii

i Edward Albee, interview with Lois Oppenheim in 
Directing Beckett (Ann Arbor: The University of 
Michigan Press, 1994), p. 80.

ii Hobson, p. 29.
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Running Rabbit Theater presents
– Pinocchio

By Patricia Goldberg and Kevin Arruda, directed by Ellen Beattie

TRTC’s children’s theater in residence presents an enchanting musical version of this classic tale.

Saturday, June 3 – 11 am ADDITIONAL DATE: Sunday, June 4 – 11 am
Tickets $14

African Children’s Choir 
Joyful Grammy nominated music for the whole
family! As seen on Ellen and The Tonight Show,
this troupe of seven to eleven year olds travels the
world to share their uplifting message of hope.
They’ve recently performed alongside acclaimed
musicians Mariah Carey, Sir Paul McCartney, Joss
Stone and John Legend.

Saturday, June 3 – 8pm
ADDITIONAL DATE: Sunday, June 4 – 3 pm
Adults $18, Children $15
Platinum Subscription Event

21 Bridge Avenue
Red Bank, NJ 07701

T: 732.345.1400
F: 732.345.1414
www.trtc.org

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.Postage

PAID Red Bank, NJ
Permit No. 466
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Announcing the Lineup for 
TRTC’s 2nd Annual Family Day
Saturday, June 3 

12 – 3pm
– Theater games & workshops

– Live Entertainment by Mamborengue, 
Mexican Folkloric Dance Troupe and
Improv Jam

– Sing-along featuring Miss Sherri 
from Honeychild Music performing 
classic children’s songs

– Onstage photo shoots with costumes 
from TRTC performances

– PLUS, face painting, mask making, 
magic, balloon animals, puppet show, 
raffle prizes and more!

Family Day ON-STAGE

Free Events For 
Kids Ages 3-13

Shannon Koob
The Syringa Tree
Theater Series photo by
T. Charles Erickson

Family Day 2005
Guild President Kathryne Singleton
and her daughter, Emma, enjoying
Family Day in the lobby.

Family Day is sponsored in part by AFORCE, Inc.


