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astes of the Mediterranean
was the most successful
benefit Two River Theatre

Company has ever held. Netting
over $80,000 for the Company’s
operating budget, these funds will
ensure another season of dynamic
and challenging productions for
TRTC’s audience. TRTC is

Continued on page 4

P1AYS ANNOUNCED FOR
10™ ANNIVERSARY SEASON

2003/2004 SEASON

T he plays selected for the 2003/04 season are ~ “For nine seasons we’ve balanced our selection of

a celebration of live theatre that we hope plays so that the slate would be not only entertaining
will both enthrall and challenge our theatre, but also an intellectually rewarding
audience. We will present a 90-minute, modern experience,” said Artistic Director Jonathan Fox.
adaptation of Bizet’s classic, The Tragedy of Carmen, ~ “We think our audience will be intrigued by this

a musical tale of doomed love and violent passion tenth anniversary season, a mix of humor and

(October 2 — 19). Next will be Abigail’s Party, written ~ drama, music and irony.”
by noted film director Mike Leigh (January 15 -
February 1, 2004). Then, Miss Julie, Strindberg’s
fever-pitched battle of the sexes, ignites the stage
March 18 — April 4, 2004. And to close the season
(May 6 — 23,2004), A Life in the Theatre, a witty
journey behind the footlights, by Pulitzer Prize

Carmen opens our season (for comments on Carmen
see Mr. Fox’s article on page 2), followed by Mike
Leigh’s Abigail’s Party, a wildly successful dark comedy
with a recent West End hit revival, that takes us back
to the 70’s, mini-skirts, and the Sex Pistols.

winning playwright David Mamet. Continued on page 3

LOCATION,
LOCATION,
LOCATION!

e’re about to begin Galleria
construction of our new
theatre building in Red Bank,

with the groundbreaking set for the end of

Bridge Avenue

July or early August (we’ll have photos of
that event in the next issue of Two River

Currents). The project should take
approximately sixteen months to complete.
During our production of Stinkin’ Rich you

may have seen the lobby display showing

the architect’s rendering of the building. ~ " Red Bank
However, we thought you might like to see A ‘ LD S
the exact location of our new home. ~~ ‘ N
\
— L
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C ARMEN

THE TRAGEDY OF

By Jonathan Fox, Artistic Director
‘ season is always a lively endeavor, wit
heated discussions around Two River
Theatre CompanyOs office, questions posed
about the merits of a particular play,
impassioned pleas to add a personal favorite
and all the while we struggle to present wide-
ranging choices and to keep within budget. We
got to thinking about presenting a musical this
season. It had been two years since our last
musical, Cookin® at the Cookerythe time felt
right for another. After much consideration of
several Broadway shows, we landed on one of
our favorite musicalsCarmen

hoosing what plays to present in a

Of course, some may stubbornly say that
Carmenis an opera (and reputedly the worldOs
most popular opera at that). B@tarmenis
arguably one of the first musicals ever written.
George Bizet originally wro@armeras a Olight  p50n Serotskiast seen at TRTC@id Wicked Songs
operaO with spoken dialogue scenes between fis set to play the love obsessed Don Gaseén
songs. In factCarmernwas not converted to

Ogrand operaO until after BizetOs death, with thi@ the American South, wrote new lyrics, and
recitative passages written by Ernest Guiraud. called itCarmen Jong$he story and music of

OThe Simpsons,O Pepsi commercials, and even an
ice-skating show, OCarmen on Ice.O

Based on an 1845 story by Prosper MZrimZe,
Carmenis a fiery tale of violent passion, of the
conflict between duty and desire and between
morality and sin. It is the ageless story of a man
who destroys his life for the woman he loves E
and then destroys the woman he loves. The
upright and handsome soldier Don Jose is no
match for the gypsyOs siren song. Bewitched by
Carmen, he deserts the army, commits murder
(several times), and follows his desire into the
darkness of immorality. MZrimZe surely knew
that the Latin word Carmen, from which we get
the word Ocharm,O means Oa song of evil witchcraftC

Like Hammerstein before him, the renowned
theatre director Peter Brook also deleted the
opera0s recitative passages in his 90-minute
adaptation, and added text from the original
novella. Two River Theatre Company presents
this adaptation, in a translation by Sheldon
Harnick (librettist ofFiddler on the Roahd She
Loves MeWith Aaron Serotsky (from last seasonOs

Carmenrhave been embraced by high art B ballé®ld Wicked Songslaying the love-obsessed Don

Oscar Hammerstein sa@armei®s Broadway

flamenco, film, painting ® and have popped up Jose, weQre thrilled to begin our 10th anniversary

musical theatre potential when he set the story i, the most pop of culture: on OGilliganOs Islang€ason with this beloved @8ital O =

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE :

ARTS EDUCATION

s we prepare for our move to Red
A Bank, TRTC has made a major

commitment and rededication of

developed and run theatre workshops in
public schools for The Carpenter Center in
Long Beach, California, The Tampa Bay
our organization to the education of our ~ Performing Arts Center, and NJPAC. In
community. In the last year we have 1997, he was a teaching artist in residence at
expanded our Educational Advisory Board, The Bob Hope Cultural Center in Palm
launched a new arts access initiative aimedDesert, California. Guy was Production

at Monmouth County®s most economically Supervisor and Development Director from
disadvantaged youths, and hired Guy as a 1994-2002 for The Paper Bag Players,
new Managing Director with twenty years ofAmericaOs most honored theatre company
arts education experience. for young audiences.

Guy Gsell has taught theatre arts at the highvith Guy on board, we are confident
school and college level and served as Stafthat TRTCOs educational programs will grow
Designer and Technical Director at Upsala and flourish. =

College in East Orange, New Jersey. He has .

Guy Gsell




